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PRAVASI BHARATHIYA DAY
CELEBRATION (Kerala) 2025

In the year 2002 the Government of
India declared 9" January as the Pravasi
Bharatiya Diwas in recognition of the
Services done by the world Pravasi
Indians. As in the previous years, we
proudly announce that we have decided
to organize the 23" Pravasi Bharathiya
Day Celebrations in Kerala 9" 10" & 11"
January 2025 in Thiruvananthapuram.

This year also we will honour NRIs by
distributing awards, Gulf returnees
rehabilitation seminar for self employment,
extend financial assistance for poor people.
During the Three Days Celebrations
Governor, Union Cabinet Ministers,
Ministers of Kerala, Tamilnadu, Karnataka,
MPs, MLAs, Social Leaders & NRIs from
different parts of the world will participate.

We request your support & co-operation
for the success of this mega event.

With Regards

Dr. Amanulla \l'adakkangirl
CEOQ, Media Pluz, Qatar

Sulaiman Khani Vizhijam
Secretary
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HISTORY OF PRAVASI BHARATHIYA DAY
CELEBRATIONS IN KERALA
(From 2003 to 2024 )

9" January was declared as “Pravasi Bharathiya Diwas”
by the Vajpayee Government in 2002, to Honour Non-
Resident Indians residing all over the world for their
outstanding contribution for the welfare of our society.
In 1915 Mohandas Karam Chand Gandhi returned to India
from South Africa on 9th January after his studies and
barrister job. Later he took leadership of the independence
struggle in India and we got freedom from the British
through a peaceful war. And this is the 12th years of his
return from South Africa. He became Mahatma Gandhi
and was declared “Father of The Nation” by Govt. of India.
In remembrance to his return to India, 9" January was
declared as “Pravasi Bharathiya Diwas”.

Every year on this day prominent NRIs are honoured with
Pravasi Bharathiya Samman Awards by the President of
India, in the colorful function held in various cities like in
India. In Kerala also Pravasi Bharathi Day Celebrations
are held every year since 2003 to honour prominent
Keralite NRIs and other political and social leaders.
The celebrations in Kerala are organized under the
auspices of Pravasi Bharathi News Bulletin, the first
Non-Resident Magazine Published from Trivandrum and
NRI Co-Ordination Council, Kerala since last twenty years.
NRI Co-Ordination Council are NRI organizations which
look after the problems of Keralite NRIs working abroad.
A regional committee comprising of local social and Political
Leaders is also formed to organize the celebrations.

All Kerala Gulf Returnees’ Organisation (AKGRO) was formed
36 years back under the leadership of Pravasibandhu
Dr. S.Ahamed, who was the founder President and he has led
several agitations against the state as well as central
governments demanding rehabilitation of poor gulf returnees,
pension for them and for several schemes for self employment.
AKGRO is one among the 36 NRI organizations registered under
Kerala State NRIs and Gulf Returnees’ Co-ordination Council
(NRI COUNCILOF INDIA).




We also do several charity activities during the Pravasi
Bharathiya Day Celebration. We have already distributed
more than 400 sewing machines to poor gulf returnees for
self employment. We have distributed financial assistance
to ailing gulf returnees and to poor students for their
educational purpose.

Sri.Pranab Kumar Mukherjee and Smt.Pratibha Devisingh
Patel, during their tenure as Presidents of India, Union
Ministers, Chief Ministers of Kerala and Political Leaders
along with leaders from different NRI organizations all over
the world appreciated Pravasi Bharathi Day celebrations
in Kerala and encouraged us for continuing the functions
every year.

Some of the youth with Llittle education and technical
knowledge from our state migrated to USA and Middle East
and they have excelled in their fields and became successful
entrepreneurs, who can be good models for the unemployed,
educated youth of Kerala. Such hardworking people
became millionaires in a short span of around Sixty
decades or less. Non Resident Keralites have played an
important role in the over all development of our state,
especially in the infrastructure, health and education
sectors. During the last Pravasi Bharathiya Day
Celebrations in the previous years, we have encouraged
such individuals with Pravasi Bharathiya Awards. They are
little known in our society. Our Celebrations have brought
out their stories of hard work and achievements to the
public. Some of the individuals whom we have encouraged
are Dr. Galfar Muhammed Ali, Dr. Sri M..Sahadullah
(CMD, KIMS), MrJohn Titus (USA), Dr.P.A.lbrahim (Dubai),
Dr.B.R.Shetty (Abudhabi), Smt.Mariamma Varkey (Dubai),
Sri.E.M.Najeeb (ATE, Tvm), G.K.Pillai (FOKANA, USA),
Sri. Geeorge Mathew (FOMAA, USA),Sri. Narayanan
Nambiar (Malaysia),Sri. Janardhanan Govindan Nair,
(Malaysia), Vasu Sangunni (Malaysia), UPA Pillai (UK),
Harish haridas (UK), Vijayan Thomas, (Dubai), Sri Polly
Mathew (Somatheeram), Sri. P.N.C Menon (Chairman,




Sobha Developers), Sri. G.Sugathan (Indroyal, Dubai),
K.Muralidharan (Chairman, SFC Group, Abu Dhabi),
Sri. Kris Gopalakrishnan(CEO, Infosys) Sri.Gokulam
Gopalan(Sree Gokulam Groups) etc.

We have honoured several political leaders also
during the Pravasi Bharathiya Day Celebrations in
Kerala. In the year 2003, the first Pravasi Bharathi
Kerala Award was presented to the former Chief
Minister of Kerala Sri.E.K.Nayanar, for his outstanding
contributions for the overall development of Kerala.
In 2004 the award was given to Sri. M.M. Hassan.
In the following years present State Ministers
Sri. C. Divakaran and Sri. N. K. Premachandran also
received awards form us. In 2007 former state minister
and RSP State General Secretary Sri.K.Pankajakshan
was honoured with Award. In 2008 former union
Minister Sri. O. Rajagopal and in 2009 G.Karthikeyan
(former minister) received Pravasi Bharathi Awards
from us. In 2010 the Award was given to the then
Leader of opposition Sri.Oommen Chandy and in 2011
the recipient for the Pravasi Bharathi Award for
politicians was given to then Chief Minister of Kerala
Sri.V.S.Achuthanandan. In 2012 the political award
was given to Sri.K.Muraleedharan MLA, former KPCC
President and in 2013 Sri.G.Sudhakaran MLA.

In 2003, 2004 and 2005 the Celebrations were held in
Trivandrum. In 2003, former Chief Secretary Dr. Babu
Paul |IAS and Seniormost freedom fighter and well
known Gandhian Sri. Jubba Ramakrishna Pillai
inaugurated the function and distributed awards.
In 2004, former Minister of State for Defence
Sri. O. Rajagopal inaugurated the function and
distributed awards. In 2005, former UN Ambassador
Sri. T. P. Sreenivasan inaugurated the celebrations and
distributed the awards. In 2006 the Pravasi Bharathi
Celebrations were held in Ernakulam and
Dr. Sebastian Paul M.P. inaugurated the function and
distributed awards. In 2007 the Celebrations were held




in Kannur and State Civil Supplies Minister
Sri. C. Divakaran and Freedom Fighter Sri K. E. Mammen
were the Chief guests who inaugurated the function
and distributed awards. In 2008, the sixth Pravasi
Bharathi Day Celebrations were held in Kozhikode and
Union Minister of State for Law and Justice
Sri K. Venkatapathy inaugurated the function and
distributed awards for NRIs and other dignitaries.
In 2009 Sri.Uthradaom Thirunal Marthanda Varma,
in 2010 former minister Sri.C.Divakaran, in 2011 former
Minister N.K.Premahandran, in 2012 Minister
Sri.A.P. Anilkumar and in 2013Deputy Speaker
Sri.N.Sakthan inaugurated the PBD Celebrations
in Trivandrum. In 2014 , 12th Pravasi Bharathi Day
celebrations were organized in Trivandrum from 9th to 11
January, 2014 which was inaugurated by Hon.Speaker
Sri.G.Karthikeyan. Kerala State Finance Minister
Sri.K.M.Mani, Social welfare minister Dr.M.K.Muneer and
several NRKs, businessmen and artists were honoured in
the function. Film Actor Raveendran was an added
attraction in the function. Famous playback singer
Sri.Bombay Kamal was given financial assistance in
the function.

In 2015, 13th Pravasi Bharathiya Day celebrations were held
in Trivandrum from 9th to 11th January, 2015. This year for
the first time, Pravasi Kalolsavam was also organized in
December 2014 to promote cultural interest among the
school children. Hundreds of students from different schools
participated in this event and received prizes for light
music, dance, painting and several other items. The in
augural function of 13th Pravasi Bharathi Day celebrations
were held in VJT Hall, Palayam which was inaugurated by
former Speaker Sri.M.Vijayakumar. Sri.C.Divakaran MLA,
former minister Sri.V.Surendran Pillai and several other
political and social leaders participated in the function
and prizes were also distributed for the winners of Pravasi
Kalolsavam-2015. The valedictory function was held in
Hotel Taj Vivanta, Thycaud, Trivandrum which was
inaugurated By Sri.K.J.George, Hon. Home Minister of
Karnataka. Sri.K.J.George was honoured with “The Man of
Excellence” Award by KPCC Vice President Sri.M.M.Hassan.
NORKA minister Sri.K.C.Joseph, Speaker N.Sakthan, Emam
Abdul Gaffar Moulavi, Film Actor Mala Aravindan,
Ayyappa Das (Manorma News), George Antony
(UAE Exchange), Satheeshbabu Payyannur and several NRIs
were honoured in the function with Pravasi Bharathi (Kerala)
Awards.
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In 14th Pravasi Bharathiya Day Celebrations were

held in Trivandrum from 9th to 1lth January,2016.

Pravasi Kalolsavam was also heldin December 2015
to promote cultural activities among school children.
Inaugural function was held on 9th January at
VJT Hall, Trivandrum which was inaugurated by
Sri.V.S.Achuthanandan, several political and social
leaders participated in the function. On the second
day was the seminar on “Kerala development” which
- was inaugurated by Sri.V.S.Sivakumar, Health Minister,
K.P.Mohanan, Jacob Punnose, K.C.C.Nair, Padmasree
~ Shankarji and several dignitaries participated. The
valedictory function and award distribution was
held on 11th January, 2016 at VJT Hall. The function
was inaugurated by Sri.M.M.Hassan and awards
distributed by Smt.Jameela Prakasham MLA.

15th Pravasi Bharathiya Day Celebrations were held in
Trivandrum from 9th to 11th January, 2017. Pravasi
Kalolsavam was also held in December 9-11, 2016 in
Theerthapadhamandapam, Trivandrum to promote
cultural activities among school Children. Inaugural
function was held on 9th January at VJT Hall,
Trivandrum which was inaugurated by
Sri.P.Sreeramakrishnan, Speaker, Kerala Legislative
Assembly. On the second day was held the Seminar on
Gulf Returness rehabilitation Scheme which was
inaugurated by Sri.N.K.Premachandran M.P the Chief
Guest Sri.V.Sasi, Honourable Deputy Speaker, Kerala
Legislative Assembly, Speech O.Rajagopal MLA.

The valedictory function and award distribution was
held on 11th January 2017 at VJT Hall. The fuction was
inaugurated by Prof.P.J.Kurian Honourable Deputy
Chairman Rajyasabha, Award distributed by
Prof.P.J.Kurian and Honourable Minister Kadannappally
Ramachandran. Participated function
Adv.V.S.Sivakumar MLA, Adv.V.K.Prasanth
Honourable Mayor, Trivandrum, Palayam Imam
V.P.Suhaib Moulavi etc.




16th Pravasi Bharathiya Day Celebrations were held in
Trivandrum from 9th to 11th January, 2018. Pravasi
Kalolsavam was also held in November 24-26, 2017 in
Sree Chithira Thirunal Auditourium, Poojappura,
Trivandrum to promote cultural activities among school
children. PB Day Inaugurated function was held on
9th January at Gandhi Park, East Fort, Trivandrum.
Which was inaugurated by Sri.V.Sasi, Deputy Speaker,
Kerala Legislative Assembly. Several political and
social leaders participated in the function. The
valedictory function award distribution was held on 11th
January 2018 at Co-Bank Tower Hall, Palayam,
Trivandrum. The function was inaugurated by
Sri.P.Sreeramakrishnan, Speaker,

Kerala Legislative Assembly, Award distributed by
Sri.P.Sreeramkrishnan, Speaker, Kerala Legislative
Assembly, and Prof.P.J.Kurian, Honourable Deputy
Chairman, Rajyasabha. Sri.U.T.Khader, Hon: Minister For
Civil Supplies, Karnataka and Honourable Minister
Kadannappally Ramachandran, Sri.N.K.Premachandran
M.P. participated in the function. Sri.Kkanam Rajendran
(Secretary, CPI, State Secretary) Film Director Sri.Kamal,
Dr. Punaloor Somarajan (Gandhibhavan, Pathanapuram)
Sachithananda Swami (Sivagiri Mutt, Varkala),
Chief Sub Editor Malayala Manorama
Rajeev Gopalakrishnan, Sri.Geevarghese Yohannan
(Chairman, MGM International School, Group) and
several NRIs were honoured in the function with Pravasi
Bharathi (Kerala) Awards.

17th Pravasi Bharathi Day Celebrations were held in
Trivandrum from 10th to 11th Jo.nuarg 2019. Pravasi
Kalolsavam was also held in November 23-25, 2018 in
Sree Chithira Thirunal Auditourium, Poojappura,
Trivandrum to promote cultural activities among school
children. PBDay Inaugural function was held on 10th
January at VJT Hall, Trivandrum which was inaugurated
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Chacko (Principal, Bharathiya Vidhya Bhavan) and
several NRIs were honoured in the function received
with the Pravasi Bharathi (Kerala)Awards.

19th Pravasi Bharathiya Day Celebration held on
9th January 2021. The Valedictory Function and
Award Distribution was held on 9th January Friday
5.30 PM Chaithram Hotel (KTDC) Trivandrum.
The function was inaugurated and award distributed
by Shri. Oommen Chandy (Hon. Former Chief
Minister of Kerala). Sri. V. Sasi, Hon. Deputy Speaker
Kerala Legislative Assembly, Arya Rajendran,
Hon. Mayor, Trivandrum, Sri. K.C. Joseph MLA,
Hon. Former Minister of Kerala, Sri. P.K. Raju,
Hon. Deputy Mayor, Sri. O. Rajagopal MLA, Hon. UDF
Convenor Sri. M. M. Hasan, and Several political and
social leaders participated in the function.
Honourable Kerala ministers Adv.K.Raju,
Sri. M.M.Mani, & Sri. M. M. Vijayakumar, (Chairman,
KTDC) Justice. Retd. P. Sadasivam, (Former Kerala
Governor) Dr. C.V. Ananda Bose |AS, Film Actor
Sri. Nedumudi Venu, Dr. Christy Fernandez IAS (Retd.),
International Voley Ball Player Sri. Tom Joseph,
Social Welfare worker Sri. Firoz Kunnaparambil and
several NRIs were honoured in the function received
with the Pravasi Bharathi (Kerala)Awards.

20th Pravasi Bharathi Day Celebration held on 9th,
10th& 11th January 2022. Three days the function
Shri. Ayyankali Hall (VJT Hall) Trivandrum.
The Inaugural function opening 9th January 5 PM,
Inaugurated by Shri. M. B. Rajesh Honorable Speaker
of Kerala Legislative Assembly, participated in the
function most of the senior political leaders, social
leaders and film actors. The Second Day 10th
January Morning 11 AM starting Seminar for Gulf
returning migration problem Inaugurated Seminar
by Shri Harikrishnan Namboothiri CEO NORKA
ROOTS. Same day evening 5 PM starting the




Samskarika sayanam |Inaugurated by
Shri. Chittayam Gopakumar Honourable Deputy
Speaker of Kerala Legislative Assembly. The
Valedictory Function and Award Distribution was
held on T11th January 2022. The function was
Inaugurated by Shri. Arif Mohammed Khan,
Honourable Governor of Kerala, Several NRIs were
honoured in the function received with
Pravasi Bharathi Kerala Award.

The 21st Pravasi Bharatiya Day celebration
started on January 9th , 2023 at 5 PM. In front of
the statue of Mahatma Gandhi,Father of the
Nation, at Gandhi Park in East Fort, Trivandrum
Flowers were offered. It started with a patriotic
song.Adv. |.B. Satheesh MLA Presided over the
function .UDF Convenor and Ex-Minister of
Expatriates Department orf Kieiicie
Shri M.M. Hasan Inaugurated the opening
function. Former Union Minister Shri O. Rajagopal,
Former State of Kerala Minister. V. Surendran Pillai,
T. Sarath Chandraprasad Ex.MLA, Karamana
Jayan BJP State Secretary , Senior Journalist
Kalapremi Basheer Babu, Sivasena Leader
Peringamala Aji, Trivandrum Co-Operation Councillors
P. Rajendran Nair, Shajitha Nasser, P Janaki Ammal
and The Anglo Indians representative Willett Correia
gave a speech . On the second day, January 10 ,
Seminars were held on various topics related to
expatriates. Many people from Abroad and
homeland participated in the events.There were
also artistic programmes like dances and Ganamela.
Pravasi Bharathiya Day Celebration the closing
ceremony was held on 11th January 2023 at 5.30 pm
at Mascot Hotel Symphony Hall, Trivandrum.Closing
ceremony inaugurated by Shri N K Premachandran MP.
Pravasi Bharathi Kerala Awards distributed Former
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Rajyasabha Deputy Chairman P J Kurien, U .A. E.
Consulate General H.E Obaid, Khalifa Bagith
Al-Khagith together . Minister for Food and Civil
Supplies of Govt of Kerala Adv.G.R Anil delivered
t-he keynote address and presented the
Keerthipathra . Former Expatriate Minister Of
Kerala Shri KC Joseph, Deputy Speaker
Sri. Chittayam Gopakumar, Sri. Beemapalli
Rasheed , President District Muslim League
spoke on the event. Several NRIs were honoured
in the function received with Pravasi Bharathi
Kerala Award.

22nd Pravasi Bharathiya Day Celebration held
on 9th, 10th, 11th January 2024 Three days the
function. The Inauguration function opening 9th
January 5 PM at Gandhi Park Inaugurated by
M.M Hassan former Norka Minister presided by
Sri Kadakampalli Suredhran MLA. Participated
Sri. O. Rajagopal, Sri. P.K Raju Deputy Mayor etc.
10th January Seminar and Samskarika
Samellanam at Fort Manner Hotel Trivandrum.
11th January valedictory function at 5 PM Hotel
Fort Manner Trivandrum Inaugurated and Award
distribution by Adv. G.R. Anil Honorable Minister
for Food and Civil Supplies.

In 2025 also 23rd Pravasi Bharathiya Day
Celebration Kerala will be held in Trivandrum
from January 9th ,10th and 11th in which political
and social leaders, NRIs, businessmen ,artists
and educationalists will be honoured in the
function .Prominent NRIs from all over the world
are expected to participate in this mega event .
Governors, Union Ministers and Ministers from
Kerala,Tamilnadu, Telengana, and Karnataka
are expected to participate and receive our honour.




By honouring leaders of Global Organizations Llike
FOKANA, World Malayalee Council, Malaysian
Malayalee Association, Global Malayalee Council,
United German Malayalee Association, Manchester
Malayalee Association in UK, Sreelenkha Malayalees
Federation, Mari Retna Memorial Foundation in
Sreelenkha and other Gulf based organizations with
Awards, we have attained world appreciation also.
The Government and the Public appreciate our initiative
for encouraging the NRIs from Kerala, who play a vital
role in the economic development of our state. We are
always grateful to the government and private agencies,
who have supported us during these years for successfully
conducting the Pravasi Bharathiya Day Celebrations in
Kerala.

We are organising Pravasi Bharathiya Day Celebrations

in Kerala for the last 22 years continuously , hence we
honoured by the Global Guinnes Award by Universal
Record Book , Life Achievement Global Award & I1SO
Certificate.

PRAVASI BHARATHI (KERALA)
AWARD WINNERS IN
THE PREVIOUS YEARS (2003 To 2024)

POLITICAL LEADERS

1. Sri.E.K.Nayanar Opposition Leader of Legislative Assembly -2003
2. Sri.M.M.Hassan Nerka Minister of Kerala - 2004

3. 5ri.C. Divakaran Minister of Kerala -2005

4. Sri. N.K. Premachandran State Minister of Kerala -2006

5. Sri. O. Rajagopal Former Union Defence Minister -2007

6. Sri.K.Pankajakshan Former Labour Minister of Kerala -2008
7.Sri. G. Karthikeyan Speaker of Kerala Legislative Assembly -2009
8. Sri. Oommen Chandy Opposition Leader of Legislative Assembly -2010
9. Sri. M.V. Sreyamskumar MLA - 2010

10.5ri. V.S.Achuthanandan Chief Minister of Kerala. - 2011
11.5ri.K.Muraleedharan MLA, Former KPCC President - 2012

12.5ri G Sudhakaran MLA Former Minister of Kerala -2013
13.5ri.K.M.Mani Minister for Finance & Law of Kerala - 2014




POLITICAL LEADERS

14.5ri.M.K.Muneer Minister for Panchayat & Social Welfare of Kerala - 2014

15.5ri K.J.George Minister for Home, Karnataka State - 2015

16.5ri.K.C.Joseph Minister for Culture & Norka Affairs - 2015

17.5ri.N. Sakthan Deputy Speaker of Kerala Legislative Assembly- 2015

18.Dr. Najuma A. Heptulla Union Minister For Minority Affairs, Govt.of India -2016
19.Adv.V.S.Sivakumar MLA Former Minister of Health, Kerala - 2017
20.Adv.V.K.Prasanth Mayer Trivandrum Corporation, - 2017

21.Prof. P. J. Kurien Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha, Govt.of India -2018

22.5ri. U.T.Khader Minister for Civil Supplies, Karnataka State -2018

23.5ri. Kanam Rajendran CPl, State Secretary - 2018

24.5ri. P.Sreeramakrishnan, Hon'ble Speaker Kerala Legislative Assembly -2019
25.Dr. M K Stalin, Hon'ble Oppsition Leader Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly -2019
26.Adv. | B Satheesh MLA Kerala Legislative Assembly -2019

27.5ri. Kadakampally Surendran, Hon'ble Minister of Kerala -2020

28.5ri. KK Shaylaja Teacher, Hon'ble Minister of Kerala -2020

29.5ri. M. M. Mani, Minister For Electricity, Govt. Of Kerala - 2021

30.Adv. K.Raju, Minister For Forests , Govt. Of Kerala - 2021

31.5ri. Ahamed Muneer, General Secretary, LJD National Council, Thelugana- 2021
32.5ri. N.K Premachandharan M p-2022

33.5ri. P.K Basheer MLA-2022

34.Sri. Pirappankode Murali Ex. MLA -2022

35.5ri. A.Mustafa Ullal, Karanataka-2022

36.Smt.K.K. Rema MLA, Vadakara-2023

37.5ri. C. Divakaran, Former Minister of Kerala-2023

38.5ri. K. Surendran, State President, BJP-2023

39.5ri. Ramachandran Kadnnapalli,Hon.Minister-2024

40.Adv.G.R Anil, Hon. Minister-2024

41.Dr.Sebastain Paul, Ex.MP-2024

42.Adv. K.P Jayachandran, Addi. Advocate General-2024

NON RESIDENT INDIAN

1.Mr. P.K. Rajan, Managing Director Europlast, Sharjah, UAE -2003

2.Dr.K. Sudhakaran. Managing Director, New Al-Ain Medical Clinic, Al-Ain-2003
3.5ri. C.P.A. Bava Haji, CMD, Ceepees Group, Dubai-2003

4.Sri. D. Ponnayyan, MD, Moriya. Trading, Muscat, Oman-2003

5.5ri. K. Rajendran, Tourism Promoter, Dubai-2003

6.Mr. Willat Coreyya, Businessman, Dubai-2004

7.Mr. K. Sudhakaran, Businessman, Qatar-2004

8.Dr. P. Muhammed Ali, M.D, Galfar Group, Muscat-2005
9.Mr. John Titus, MD, Aeronautic, USA-2005

10.Dr. P.A. Ibrahim, Chairman, Al-Shamal Group Dubai-2005
11.Mr.B.R. Shetty, Chairman, NMC Group, Abu Dhabi-2005

12.Smt. Lekha Sreenivasan, Dance Artist, USA-2005

13.Mr. Bobby John, Engineer, London-2005

14.Mr. S. Radhakrishnan, MD, TMT Global, Moscow-2005

15.Adv: Ashig Thycandi, Indian Chambers Law's Forum, Dubai-2005
16.Smt. Mariamma Varkey, Founder, Varkey Group, Dubai-2006
17.Mr. Sasidharan Nair, President FOKANA, USA-2007
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